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COVID 19 UPDATE
At the time of writing the Government has just announced that everyone over the age of 50, those with some underlying health conditions and health and social care workers will be offered a Covid vaccine booster.  Some patients that are immunosuppressed will also be offered a third vaccine.  The Practice will be notifying all eligible patients as soon as clinics are available (very shortly we hope). We will be following government guidance and making a start on our nursing homes booster programme first.  
No doubt you will all be aware of the success of the Winchester City Primary Care network COVID Vaccination Programme (phase 1 and 2) which has taken place at the Badger Farm Community centre and began in December 2019.  This programme was set up and delivered by staff from all three Winchester Practices involving Doctors, Nurses, Managers, Administrative Staff and Volunteers who between them managed to ensure that over 60,000 vaccines were given. 
December 2019 saw the elderly patients, some of whom were very frail and had not left their homes since March that year attend the centre. Gradually the age of patients got younger and most recently we were vaccinating 16 – 18 year olds.  The majority of patients attending the clinics were incredibly appreciative and welcomed the opportunity to receive the vaccine. Cakes and biscuits brought in by patients were very well received by the staff and volunteers running the clinics!
AND SO ON TO FLU CLINICS
The practice has now started its’ annual flu vaccination programme and those who are eligible for this will be invited.
You can contact the practice on 01962 871730 and either press option one to book your flu vaccination through the automated service (you will need a code to do this) or you can press option 3 and speak to a member of the Care navigation team if you have a query.
If you are eligible for a flu vaccination but, have not already booked this we strongly advise you contact the practice and book this.
If you have received an invitation but, do not wish to have a flu vaccination or you have already had through another healthcare provider e.g. a pharmacy, please contact the practice and let us know. 
This year it is really important that you take up the offer of a Flu Vaccination as the combination of Flu and Covid 19 will put even more pressure on all medical staff and the wider NHS.
The Flu Vaccine programme will also take place at the Badger Farm Community Centre.
OPEN AS USUAL!
During the COVID 19 Pandemic patients are likely to have noticed a slight difference in the way things are being done in general practice. 

The main message is that we are still open and here to help and you must contact the practice if you have a medical concern. 

You can also follow us on Facebook, Instagram and the Practice Website for the most up to date practice information.

We are also now doing regular practice news texts to those patients we have a mobile number for.  So please if you haven’t already let us know your mobile number then please do so. 

MANAGING COVID 

To slow down the spread of COVID 19 NHS organisations have worked to reduce the number of patients coming into general practice by using a range of systems such as telephone triage, video consultation, E consult an on line consultation system and the NHS App. 

We would continue to ask that patients do not visit the practice unless they specifically need to do so patients can still contact us in the above ways. 

Repeat prescriptions can be requested via the NHS App, online access or via your local pharmacy and if you require further advice on this matter please contact the practice. 

Our top priority is, and has always been is to ensure that patients continue to receive the care they need. 

Covid restrictions have been lifted to a certain extent in the recent months but, we must continue to be aware that cases are rising and we all need to stay safe. 

Please do not attend the surgery if you have any symptoms of COVID.  

If you have any symptoms of COVID please call 119 to arrange a PCR test and then follow the most up to date guidance by visiting www.gov.uk/coronavirus. 

COMINGS AND GOINGS

Two new GPs Dr Gabriel Sherliker and Dr Josephine Furness have joined the Practice, Gabriel as a partner and Josephine as a salaried GP.  We extend a huge welcome from the Friarsgate family to them both.

AND FINALLY PLEASE CONTINUE TO REMEMBER TO STAY SAFE

Hands - Face - Space - Fresh Air 
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